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Abstract 
Over 25% of bumble bee species in North America are listed as critically endangered, 
endangered, or near threatened by the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature. Because bumble bees are keystone pollinators in many of our ecosystems, 
the loss of species and the ecosystem functions they provide is concerning for our 
ability to conserve plant species as well.  I review the history of documenting declines 
in North American bumble bees, studies of causal factors, and current conservation 
efforts. Special focus is given to current conservation effort for the Rusty-Patched 
Bumble Bee a native species in Ohio. 
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