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Abstract 
 

Exposure to mold in housing costs close to $22 billion per year in the United States, affecting occupant 
health, especially children, in buildings with moisture problems (Mudarri, et al. 2016). However, currently, 
there does not exist a measurement technique to characterize mold growth in homes. Previous studies 
have shown each home having a signature microbial ‘footprint’ or unique group of microbial communities 
and this has made it difficult to identify mold growth indicators based on a specific species. The goal is to 
understand microbial processes in damp building by focusing on identifying mold growth indicators that 
are universal to fungal species, potentially products from microbial secondary metabolic pathways. This 
poster aims to demonstrate ways to understand moisture related microbial processes in damp homes 
and its associated health effects. 
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